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Wall flowers

As a science it goes all the way back
to the Year 512, when the magnificently
named Codex vindobonensis
was created for Juliana Anicia, daughter
of the former Western Roman Emperor,
Olybrius.
But the tender art of botanical painting
really took off in the eighteenth century
when advances in printing allowed the
books containing these exquisite
illustrations to become more accurate in
colour and detail.
When homeowners began to crave
them for their walls instead of their
bookshelves, the scientific illustrations
became artworks in their own right.
If you’ve always fancied dipping your
toe into the world of botanical prints
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and paintings, there’s no better place to
start than the South West Society of
Botanical Artists’ latest exhibition.
From July 5-16 the society will be
exhibiting a number of flower and plant
drawings in the Butterfly House at
Sherborne Castle Garden Centre. An
attraction will be the nine paintings in a
group entitled ‘Spots and Stripes’
which won a silver medal at the Spring
RHS Show at Westminster.
Sally Pinhey is one of Britain’s foremost
botanical illustrators and teaches at
Kingston Maurward College. She is
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exhibiting at Sherborne.
“I’ve seen the fashion for botanic art
wax and wane but it never really goes
away,” she says. “I do think that at the
moment, because botanical work is
created on white paper, it tends to fit in
well with the minimal look provided it is
mounted and framed correctly.”
But she also believes its archival look
sits well with older-style furnishings.
Botanic paintings are traditionally
associated with fusty Victorian studies
but Sally has seen her work
commissioned for modern homes and
believes its very timelessness makes an
original piece a good investment. “I
don’t think you can get tired of looking
at an exquisitely-painted plant,” she
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